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Executive Summary
Region 1 Report: Mobile and Baldwin counties residents’” opinions five years after the DWH oil
spill.
Introduction
Following the explosion of the Deepwater Horizon (DWH) oil rig, hundreds of thousands of
Gulf Coast residents were affected. This research report is part of a larger study that sought to
describe Florida and Alabama coastal residents’ opinions of recovery, five years after the DWH
disaster. The telephone survey was completed by a total of 444 residents along the Gulf Coast,
from Mobile County Alabama to Levy County Florida in January 2015. This series of reports, a
follow up from the original report (Pounds, Irani, & Lindsey, 2015), focuses on presenting
results grouped by the counties where our project sites were located. Report 1, this report,
focuses on respondents from Baldwin and Mobile counties, Alabama (n= 48). Report 2 focuses
on respondents from Escambia County, Florida (n= 111). Report 3 focuses on Santa Rosa,
Okaloosa and Walton counties, Florida (n= 127). Report 4 focuses on Holmes, Washington
and Bay counties, Florida (n= 96). Report 5 focuses on Gulf, Franklin, Wakulla and Leon
counties (n= 37), and report 6 focuses on Jefferson, Taylor, Dixie and Levy counties (n=25) (n
refers to the number of respondents).
Key Findings
The key findings below focus on the results from region 1 respondents in Mobile and Baldwin
counties.
1 25% of respondents in this study indicated that they were personally affected by the
DWH oil spill.
1 44.5% of respondents were satisfied or very satisfied with leaders in their communities
after the DWH oil spill.
1 41.7% neither agree nor disagree that their community is stronger after the DWH oil
spill than it was before.

1 37.5% of residents are satisfied or very satisfied with their community’s economy afer the

DWH oil spill. Whereas, 58.4% were satisfied or very satisfied with their community’s




economy before the oil spill, while 54.2% agree or strongly agree that their community’s
economy has fully recovered from the DWH oil spill.

1 58.4% of respondents were satisfied or very satisfied with the Gulf Coast seafood industry
after the DWH oil spill. While 62.5% of respondents agreed or strongly agreed that they
trust Gulf Coast seafood is currently safe to eat.

1 75% of respondents were satisfied or very satisfied with emergency response in their
communities after the DWH oil spill.

1 41.7% of respondents indicated that they agree or strongly agree that community
programs established following the oil spill continue to provide benefits.

1 83.4% of respondents indicated that volunteer programs are moderately or very important
in response to an environmental disaster or crisis.

1 73% of respondents indicated that the local media providing up-to-date and factual
information is moderately or very important following an environmental disaster.

1 39.6% of respondents indicated that mental health services are moderately or very
important following an environmental disaster.

1 87.5% of respondents strongly agreed that they trusted Gulf Coast seafood was safe before
the DWH oil spill, while 62.5% strongly agreed that they trust Gulf Coast seafood is

currently safe to eat.

Background
On April 20, 2010, an explosion aboard British Petroleum’s (BP) oil rig, Deepwater Horizon

(DWH), resulted in the largest known accidental oil spill. It was estimated that approximately
4.9 million barrels of oil were released into the Gulf of Mexico. The explosion of the DWH






































































